Summing-up: the Agro-industrial week at IEC Moldexpo 

From October 17 to 20, 2018, the Agro-industrial Week was held at the International Exhibition Center Moldexpo - a national-scale event that brought together the MOLDAGROTECH (autumn) exhibition, the FARMER exhibition-fair, the Animal Show and Golden Autumn (Toamna de aur) fairs, the contests "Novelty of the Year",  "Farmer Lider" and "I am proud to be a farmer", as well as an extensive program of scientific conferences and seminars.

Organizer: International Exhibition Centre MOLDEXPO
Official support:

Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment of the Republic of Moldova; 

National Federation of Farmers of Moldova
General sponsor: Agroprofi SRL – official dealer of CASE IH in the Republic of Moldova 
General media partner: AGRO-TV Moldova
Information partner: Agrobiznes.md
The mission of agricultural exhibitions at Moldexpo is to provide farmers with new knowledge, better equipment and innovative technologies. A record number of visitors from 10 countries of the world and a large number of new products from participants from 14 countries of the world confirmed the continuing interest of agribusiness in exhibitions and their high significance for the industry as a whole.

The events were held in three pavilions and on all outdoor areas of IEC Moldexpo, covering  a total area of 7834 sq. m. 396 companies from the Republic of Moldova, Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Spain, Italy, Romania, Russia, Poland, Saint Kitts and Nevis, France, Turkey, the Czech Republic, and Ukraine took part in the exhibitions. During the 4 days of the event, 21,341 people visited, the vast majority of them being industry professionals, representatives of the agribusiness of Moldova, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary, Germany, Italy, Romania, Ukraine, France, Croatia, and South Korea.

MOLDAGROTECH (autumn) 2018
Agricultural machinery and equipment represented the most large-scale segment of the exhibition. Tractors, tillage and sowing machines, equipment for applying fertilizers and plant protection, equipment for harvesting agricultural crops and forage, equipment for post-harvest processing and storage of crops, loading vehicles, equipment for technical service, spare parts, equipment for livestock and poultry husbandry were presented to the attention of visitors and guests..

In the framework of the exhibition, domestic manufacturers Moldagrotehnica SA, ITA Mecagro, Batstractor SRL, Agromasina SA demonstrated their achievements in the field of agricultural engineering.

Equipment and units for agriculture from the world's largest manufacturers were presented by Agroprofi SRL. The company's new products include premium class CASE IH tractors, Väderstad premium class planters for tilled crops sowing and a grinder for sunflower stubble. 
New agricultural technologies and equipment from foreign manufacturers were presented by Diazteh SRL, Vadalex-Agro SRL, Agrofermotech SRL, ÎCS JM Invest Group SRL, ISP Inter SRL, Evolar SRL, Elit-Tehnica SRL, ElitAgrotehnologie SRL, Agrimatco SRL, Servmixt - Agro SRL, Sunrise Agrotehnika SRL, Agrofermotech SRL, SC Agri Alianta SRL (Romania), Madaro Agro SRL (Bulgaria), SC Farm Tech SRL (Romania), Hidroinpex SA DP "Lemken - Ukraine" and many others.

Equipment and technologies for the agricultural sector were also presented by Dozamech SRL, M & M Comert, Agromester HD, Brunnthaller-CS sr.r.o. (Czech Republic), Free Range S.L. (Spain), TOV "Buhler Service" (Ukraine), Braducom SRL, Ozonteh Impex SRL, Calbor Grup SRL, Tehnosuport SRL

Modern irrigation systems were demonstrated by Agrodor-Succes SRL, Irritec S.p.A. (Italy), Beonlich (Germany) and others.

The Eurochem group of companies presented a universal mineral fertilizer with a reduced sulfur content. Ammonium nitrate and nitrogen fertilizers were proposed by JSC Uralchem (Russia).

Within the framework of the exhibition, the contest “Novelty of the Year” was held: 26 manufacturers and distributors of machinery and equipment for the agricultural sector and the processing industry showcased 42 new agricultural machinery of domestic and foreign production for the processing industry, as well as phytosanitary products and fertilizers. The Grand Prix of the competition was awarded to the domestic manufacturer Moldagrotehnica SA, which demonstrated the ISK6DF smart-seeder for row crops.

Among the local manufacturers of agricultural machinery and equipment for the processing industry, gold was received by Alex S & E S.R.L. for scales with an automatic weighing system and a smartphone app - “Scales Control” - allowing remote control .

Among the Moldovan dealers of machinery and equipment for the agricultural sector and the processing industry the gold was won by Diazteh SRL, Agroprofi S.R.L., Agrofermotech S.R.L., ÎCS JM Invest Group SRL, Sunrise-Agrotehnica S.R.L., FPC Aprocomteh S.R.L., Ozonteh Impex S.R.L.

In the group of manufacturers and dealers of phytosanitary products and fertilizers, gold was awarded to SYNGENTA AGRO S.R.L. and BIOPROTECT S.R.L.
Exhibition-fair  FARMER 2018
The participants in FARMER 2018 were agricultural companies, farmers, national specialized associations, financial organizations, representatives of research institutes, and companies from Italy, Romania, Ukraine, and France. Technologies, materials and tools for an efficient operation of farms, as well as products of Moldovan farmers, were showcased.

A wide range of food products was presented by members of the National Federation of Farmers of Moldova and its regional offices. Ecological food could be purchased from farmers, members of the “Value Chain Alliance in the Eco Agriculture in Moldova”. Fresh, dried and canned berries, as well as jams and juices were available at the stands of the Republican Association of Berry Producers "BACIFERA" A.O. and the Public Association " berries of Moldova (Pomușoarele Moldovei)". Walnuts, new varieties and seedlings of nuts could be purchased at the stands of the members of the Union of the Association of Walnut Producers of the Republic of Moldova. 
A wide selection of animal feed, seeds, hybrids and veterinary medicines was also offered.

Sum Agro Service SRL (sponsor of registration at FARMER) presented antibiotics, vaccines, vitamins for animals and poultry. Mărculești Combi SA demonstrated at the exhibition a line of full-granulated feed for animals and birds of all kinds. A great interest was aroused by veterinary drugs and veterinary equipment offered by Î.C.S. Vitafort-Combifeed SRL, Bentley Farm (Romania).

Seeds of maize, sunflower, peas and other crops were presented at the stand of Limagrain Moldova SRL (official representative of the French group Limagrain Europe). News for the market - seeds, seedlings and fertilizers - were demonstrated by t Syngenta SRL, S.C. Diolsem S.R.L., Agronova Unic SRL, Seed-Trade SRL, etc.

Solutions for the export of farm products to world markets were offered by Moldmarket, a platform that brings together Moldovan producers on one trading platform.

For the first time in Moldova, at the FARMER exhibition, the capabilities of the AgroBourse 360 SI platform were demonstrated. AgroBourse is a digital interactive market place, connecting participants of the agricultural cycle throughout the world.

Access to funding is vital to the development of a competitive farming sector. The proposals of targeted lending to farms and small agricultural enterprises could be found on the stands of commercial banks of BC "Moldova-Agroindbank" S.A., B.C. Eurocredit SA, B.C. "Procredit Bank" S.A. and microfinance organization "Credit CMB" S.R.L.

The program of grants allocation to compensate farmers for the purchase of modern equipment and agricultural machinery was presented by the Project “Competitive Agriculture of Moldova” (MAC-P), funded by the World Bank.

The freshest, ecologically clean products directly from manufacturers - meat, fish, cheeses, vegetables, fruits and many others - could be purchased at the Golden Autumn fair. Saplings and seed material were very popular - a large selection of fruit trees and flower seedlings were presented here.

The Animal Show featured the best breeds of farm animals and poultry. Representatives of the Scientific and Practical Institute of Biotechnology in Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Medicine made a presentation on methods for increasing milk production in sheep and goats. Members of the Association of Milk Manufacturers of the company Neolacta SRL, I.M. "Millstream Dairy" S.R.L. presented their breeding cows. Exotic animals at the Zooclub-Avibar S.R.L. were of particular interest to the public.
For the first time at the FARMER exhibition, in partnership with the company  We Trade, the action “I am proud to be a farmer!” was organized. The participants in the action, supported by skillfully made videos, spoke about their work, showed what it means to be a farmer, revealed traditions passed down from generation to generation in their families. GȚ Gașper Mihail, GȚ Sandic Gheorghe, SRL Eco-Vdas-Agro, ProFarm Invest, Miturix Agro, Golnic-Prim, Nucul Nostru, ÎI Grib V.T. spoke about their successes, concerns and future plans.

Another contest, “Farmer-Lider”, was held among agricultural producers, agricultural cooperatives, and farmers. The contest was held in 6 categories in order to promote domestic organic products and the introduction of innovative technologies. The winners were: in the category "The most efficient agricultural enterprise of family type" - G.Ţ. “Gaitur Nina”; in the category “Activities in the livestock husbandry” - G.Ţ. “Tighineanu Robert”; in the category “Innovations in agriculture” - “Climauțanul-Agro” SRL; in the category “The most efficient agricultural enterprise managed by young farmers” - G.Ț. “Ștepu Maxim Ion”; in the category "The most efficient agricultural enterprise managed by women farmers ”- G.Ţ. “Urîtu Nina”; in the category “Small and medium-sized agricultural enterprises engaged in the production, storage or processing of agricultural products” - “MEZELBRAV” S.R.L.

Business program - MOLDAGROTECH (autumn) and  FARMER
The Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment held a roundtable with the topic “Necessities and Challenges of the Ecological Agriculture for the Next 5 Years”. Among others, the participants discussed issues of increasing support for this sector of the agriculture, solutions in the field of certification of eco products and their exports to EU markets.

Altiad SAS presented the AgroBourse 360 SI platform in a special seminar “Digital Agriculture for Moldova” for public authorities, manufacturers, dealers and the scientific community. The company organized a networking (business meeting to establish contacts), which was attended by representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment, the Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Agrarian University of Moldova, the Organization for the Development of the Small and Medium Enterprises, experts from USAID, IFAD and FDD Moldova, trade unions and producer associations, specialists from research institutes, heads of domestic manufacturing companies and dealers, representatives of the most important in the country trade networks.

Discussions in the framework of the business program touched upon the cultivation and processing of soybean, the cultivation and sale of peanuts, scientific research in plant protection, measures to neutralize the degradation of agricultural land, the problems of the livestock industry in Moldova, etc. 

A special event, the Youth Day “AgroGeneration”, organized by the State Agrarian University of Moldova, brought together young professionals and students from the agricultural sector who presented their scientific work in the field of conservative (organic) agriculture.
Opinions of our exhibitors:
«An event like MOLDAGROTECH is important for the development of our company. At this exhibition we met with our partners, as well as with potential customers. We discussed the outcomes of our participation and we are very glad that we have achieved excellent results through joint efforts. Among our partners there are corn producers who have gathered a remarkable harvest. We hope that next year the farmers will repeat the achievements of this year. The exhibition helped to find new partners with whom we will cooperate in the future. Presentations of our products and services for interested agricultural companies are scheduled in the framework of the exhibition.» 
Vadalex Agro SRL
--------------------------------------

«We are glad to note that the exhibition evolved. It has grown quantitatively - many representatives of agribusiness are present here, it has grown qualitatively - more and more modern equipment and machinery are being offered. Participants present interesting news for agrarians; I am sure that they are in demand. Among our new products are premium Väderstad seed drills for sowing tilled crops and grain crops, a heavy roller for grinding sterns of sunflower and rape, a Case IH tractor model Maxxum 140 of Austrian assembly. I should mention a good attendance of our booth with spare parts and service. Thanks to a good organization, MOLDAGROTECH confirms its status as a landmark for the industry.»
AgroProfi S.R.L. 
----------------------------------------

“Every year our company participates in the exhibition with novelties for farmers of Moldova. We have long been on the market, we know the particulars and problems, therefore we offer only the most effective products. Our success is our Agricalc product, which is suitable for our soil and enhances crops growth. This product is already being used in test mode in the fields of the country; farms interested in its introduction were attending the exhibition. Many visitors to our booth noted the main characteristic of our product - improving the quality of the soil in the long term. I am glad that at the exhibition we met many familiar customers - farmers and representatives of agricultural enterprisesș that shows  the interest of visitors for the exhibition and its offers.”
”Elitagrotehnologie SRL

------------------------------------------
“Our company presented a wide range of agricultural equipment at the exhibition, including combine harvesters of the Belarusian brand Palesse, Kirovets tractors and other units. We have many clients in the Moldovan market, many of them visited our booth, where our foreign partners presented them a new generation of equipment. Such direct contact is very important to us. The increased interest of visitors to our units proved the effectiveness of the company, as well as the relevance of the exhibition as a platform for promoting new products and direct communication with customers.”          
Emteh-Agro SRL
----------------------------------------------
“For us, participation in the exhibition is not only the presentation of our services, it is also the possibility of direct contacts with visitors. We offer farmers the most effective solutions in fuel use. Now our customers can order fuel supplies over the phone and via the Internet. The exhibition is an event of national scale: farmers, specialists from all over the country come here. Since our company has opened delivery points in three municipalities of the country, it is very important for us to communicate at the stand with representatives of companies from regions.»
Vitoil-Trading (Arnaut-Petrol S.A.)
----------------------------------------------------
“We presented Agrobourse - a modern and very convenient platform. Its implementation will allow Moldovan farmers to directly cooperate with traders, without intermediaries, using a mobile phone or a computer. The system also  allows you to reorganize the logistics, supervising online the transport of goods. The farmer will be able to choose suitable suppliers, that is, he will be able to buy cheaper and sell at a higher price. Thus, intermediaries fall out of this chain, which means that profit is also growing. We had a fruitful meeting with representatives of the Moldovan agribusiness and got a lot of good feedback. ”

Altiad (Groupe 3E)

-----------------------------------------------------

“It should be noted that the exhibition has evolved, it has become even better and more representative. Thanks to the effective cooperation with the organizers, we have successfully located our stand. This contributed to a greater influx of interested visitors. Our customers were also present. Our company always displays new products: this year it is a new seeder and spare parts. The growth of the event is noticeable by the number of visitors from districts of the country - it is a big plus. That is why the companies need to participate in the exhibition and communicate with as many farmers and entrepreneurs as possible. ”

JM Invest Group

-------------------------------------------------- ---

“Agricultural exhibitions at Moldexpo are a truly large-scale event for the industry. We met with farmers, demonstrated our new products in the field of plant protection, discussed the challenges facing agriculture. Our company tries to keep constant contact with farmers, especially during the harvest period, as well as during the stage of export. Participation in the exhibition is strengthening the company's image; a solid company should not miss events of such importance. During the first days of the exhibition we fulfilled our goals - we made new customers, found opportunities for partnerships. We are pleased with the consistently high influx of farmers from all over the country who are interested in our offers. So, MOLDAGROTECH and FARMER are exhibitions for anyone professionally engaged in agriculture in the Republic of Moldova. ”

Bioprotect 

----------------------------------------------------

“I think that everyone noted the qualitative growth of the exhibition, which cannot but please the participants in the event. The exhibition was successful for our company, we presented our novelty - the innovative tractor Fendt 936 Vario, which was highly appreciated by both specialists and farmers. ”

Diaztech SRL

-------------------------------------------------- -

“For our company, participation in the exhibition is an excellent opportunity to communicate with partners, customers and potential customers. We have been participating in MOLDAGROTECH for 6 years and it has become a good tradition for us to meet with partners at the exhibition. Here we meet with our distributors, we plan for the next year. From conversations with farmers at our booth, we found out that they are satisfied with our products, satisfied with our cooperation and the results obtained. Many positive feedbacks have been received on the product for vineyard protection. This year, several new products were presented for grain and industrial corn protection, which will be useful to our farmers in the future. ”

Syngenta Moldova 

-------------------------------------------------- -

“We can say that for me the main result of the exhibition was the huge interest of visitors to our Biantti brand. People were interested, asked for details, purchased, which means that we are on the right track. This direct communication with the consumer is the advantage of participation in exhibitions. Many people do not know about the features of ecological agriculture and working at FARMER is an opportunity to popularize this idea, an opportunity to convince consumers to buy clean and healthy products. A plus of the exhibition is that it is visited by representatives of foreign companies. This is important for us, since we are committed to exporting our bio-products abroad.”

Igor Golban (GȚ Ygrick-Group)

-------------------------------------------------- -

“Participation in FARMER is important for us, because during these 4 days, farmers from all parts of the country gather here. Here we go directly to them, promoting the products of our Big Boy brand, talking about the advantages of using our compound feed. At the exhibition, offering a balanced feed according to European standards, we worked with each visitor, explaining the advantages of our pellets compared to crumbled feed. We will sum up the concrete results later, but there is undoubtedly a return. ”

Mărculești-Combi S.A. 
-------------------------------------------------- -

“We are loyal participant in the FARMER exhibition, presenting high productivity seeds of LG selection. We are pleased with the return on participation - we had visitors, a number of farms representatives are interested in our samples. We met with our distributors, presented a number of new hybrids. From meetings with farmers we concluded that our hybrids performed well, there were no complaints. We intend to test several more new hybrids this year, and with the help of participation in the exhibition, expand the circle of our clients. ”

Limagrain Moldova

-------------------------------------------------- -------

“Our project is intended for groups of producers, that is, associations uniting at least 5 manufacturers. Now the project provides support for the zootechnical sector. We had representatives of agribusiness on the stand with whom we are already cooperating. We were convinced of the effectiveness and high efficiency of the project. ”

MAC-P

-------------------------------------------------- -------

Visitors' opinions of the MAC-P stand

“The support of the MAC-P project helped us to succeed - we (seven grape growers) purchased a refrigerator, hired a vine treatment specialist. As a result, we got a high yield. The packaging line, also acquired with the support of MAC-P, allowed us to begin exporting our product.”

Victor Mereacre (Costesti, Ialoveni)

“Our cooperative produces four varieties of grapes, apples, plums. With the help of MAC-P, we completed the works on launching  a 500-ton refrigerator. This seriously simplified the post-harvest work and protected it from adverse climatic conditions this year. ”

Maria Gursky (COM-FRUCTFREȘ cooperative, Causeni district)

“We are engaged in the cultivation of plums. With the support of the MAC-P project, our cooperative implemented a large investment project for the acquisition of packaging, sorting and processing equipment. The equipment, unique for Moldova, allows to work much more effectively with dried fruits, in particular with prunes. We are very much satisfied with our cooperation with MAC-P »

Valeriu Jaloba, cooperative Fruitmol Group
“We have been working with the MAC-P project for a long time and are very pleased with the impact. With the support of the project, our cooperative engaged in the production of table grapes and peaches, built a refrigerator of 325 tons. Thus, the problem of harvest storage was solved. A refrigerator with 5 cold-storage chambers and a pre-cooling chamber also made it possible to eliminate middlemen who purchase fruit at low prices. The project's grants provide tangible support to agrocooperatives.”

Maria Vedrascoo, VED-MAR-AGRO cooperative

Opinions of our visitors:
“A lot of interesting equipment for sowing various crops, for gardening. Prices, of course, are high. It is clear that you have to pay for quality, so we will buy - the success of our business depends on it. It is good that there are experts working at the stands, they are polite and patient, give detailed explanations.” 
Victor Ursu, farmer (Causeni district)
”I came to the exhibition with the specific purpose to purchase equipment. It is easy to see that a lot of new things appeared on the market. I purchased a combine and a tractor on favorable conditions, and I'm thinking about buying a telescopic loader. I think that for us, farmers, the exhibition is a good opportunity not only to buy modern equipment, but also to communicate with experts and exchange experience. Even without buying anything, you can learn a lot of useful things here.”
Nicolae Rotaru, farmer, v. Funduri Vechi
«Now you can do nothing in agriculture  without modern equipment. Yes, it is expensive, but you have to buy if you want to achieve the best results. Credits help a little, and at the exhibition you can negotiate directly with the seller some good conditions. Everyone understands the problems of the industry and is ready to make concessions. Thus, the exhibition is a very useful and necessary event.»
Vasile Țurcanu, Multix Agro
“I am engaged in gardening and I came to the exhibition for saplings. There is always a great choice, so I never leave empty-handed. And in general, this is such a grand event - there is always something to see; a lot of people working in agriculture from all over the country are coming to the exhibition. It is very necessary for ordinary visitors and The fairs in the framework of the exhibition are also very important - you can buy a variety of organic food there.”

Valeriu Tutunaru, gardener (Straseni)

“I attend all the MOLDAGROTECH exhibitions and I can say that the autumn exhibition this year is much bigger and more interesting. Companies are trying to attract the attention of visitors, especially since they really have something to offer. This applies not only to gardening, but also to all sectors of agriculture. As for my sphere - gardening - the exhibition presents technology that greatly simplifies the work in the gardens. It is expensive, of course, but necessary. In addition, I consider it very important to promote the event “Agrogenerație”, interesting projects are presented there. For example, the issues of conservative farming, which were considered this year, are of great practical interest for our farmers.”

Daria Boboc, gardener (Chisinau mun.)
