Tusovka culinara is over – here is a summing-up 

The main gastronomic get-together of the country - tusovka culinară - is over. It has been great and fun to talk with famous chefs, bloggers, learn culinary tips and tricks and just eat tasty food. But, as experienced gourmets advise, one should get up a little hungry from the table in order to be always healthy. After hanging out and eating to our pleasure, we still were careful to leave room for new impressions at  the new party in 2020!

Culinary parties are not only gastronomical delights, but also the international exhibitions Food & Drinks, Food Technology and Packaging. Depot, where more than 100 companies from the Republic of Moldova, Belarus, Russia, Romania, Turkey, Ukraine and France demonstrated modern equipment and technological processes for the manufacture of food products, as well as food packaging equipment.

Organizer: International Exhibition Center Moldexpo SA

Official support: Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment  of the Republic of Moldova

General sponsor Food & Drinks: Metro Moldova

Information partner: Agro TV

Partners: Maximum, La Nobilta del Gusto, Linella, BAKKOUR FOOD SRL, GRAFBEER SRL, SANDRILIONA SRL, Fishmarket, Istanbul Bazaar.
Peace, love & tusovka culinară
The exhibition FOOD & DRINKS, as part of the culinary party, gathered 79 companies from the Republic of Moldova, Belarus, Romania, Russia and Ukraine that presented a wide variety of foods and beverages - meat, fish, cheese, pastries and confectionery, canned goods, delicacies, oriental sweets, juices, seasonings, spices and more. 

Gastronomic shows presented by well-known chefs and food bloggers have become the high point of tusovka culinara. The performance of BBC chef Alan Coxon  was amazing -  a true professional and a great showman, he not only prepared original dishes, but also shared his philosophy of the gastronomic art. The battle of chefs turned out to be fierce - the chefs improvised and created incredible dishes of Moldovan and Italian cuisine. Recognized cooking gurus of the country shared their professional secrets with the future chefs, while food bloggers surprised by  original appetizers, salads and desserts. The street food festival offered visitors an excellent menu - shawarma, meat and fish dishes, salads) and 4 varieties of cold  live beer. There were also Turkish pastries and candies, aromatic coffee, fish fast food and lots of ice cream. The Wine roulette was fun and informative - European and Latin-American wines were tasted and played here. 

You can see how it was and drool on the tusovka's page on Facebook.
Exhibitions Food Technology и Packaging. Depot

The most modern equipment and innovative machinery for the food industry were presented by participants in the framework of Food Technology 2019. Kitchen digital technologies from the world famous brand RATIONAL were demonstrated by MGM, a partner of the exhibition. Multifunctional equipment for the production of bakery products were offered by Bongard (France), Rodal-S SRL, Favorit-Techno S.R.L., Global Bar S.R.L. etc. SC Ecolux S.R.L., Tiluana SRL and others presented equipment for retail chains, shops and restaurants. The Ukrainian company Yuka-Invest LLC presented refrigeration and freezing equipment. A new line of packaging for dairy products (liquid and pasty) could be found at the stand of the Romanian company Sosta SRL. Alir - Comert SRL presented  professional and household dining-ware  and kitchenware, as well as heat-resistant and non-stick dishes. 

Exhibitors at Packaging. Depot offered a wide range of packaging  materials, as well as the latest equipment for packing and packaging. Among them - Propac S.R.L. (STRONG pallet packer and various packing materials), Ilvi-Pac S.R.L. (BOPS films for the food industry), I.M. Firstline S.R.L. (kraft coated bags and various types of flexible packaging), I.C.S. Petruzalek S.R.L. (automatic and manual packaging machines, as well as a large selection of plastic packaging), KAM Systems SRL (packaging capable of maintaining the temperature of the products).  Romanian companies were present in important numbers. More than 10 participants from Romania presented innovative solutions for the packaging of various types of food, food films and labels. Among them - Imark Sistem SRL, Aspeti S.R.L. S.C. Rodata S.R.L., S.C. Balcanic Prod S.R.L. and others.
In the framework of both exhibitions was held the contest "Novelty of the Year", where local and foreign manufacturers and dealers of equipment and packaging for the food industry showcased their innovative solutions. The competition gathered 7 companies that submitted 10 samples in such categories as “Machines and equipment for the food and processing industry” (1st place - Imprimsistem SRL for the Brecon automatic unit for marking and labeling goods), “Equipment for catering enterprises” (1st place - Global Bar SRL company for the S20 coffee machine), "Packaging in paper, cardboard, metal, plastic, etc." (1st place - Kam Systems SRL company for paper using Ideabrill technology and Comecoteh SRL company for biodegradable packs).
Business program of the exhibition
The business program of the exhibitions was rich and informative. Specialists of the National Agency for Food Safety held a consultation on the Law no. 279 of December 15, 2017 on informing consumers about food products. The SPI of Horticulture and Food Technologies representatives spoke about innovative technologies for processing agri-food raw materials. SE SPI of Biotechnologies in Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Medicine held a round table on the topic “Problems and solutions regarding the quantity and quality of livestock products”. The focus of a series of seminars was the issues of business financing and lending. Opportunities and details of financial support for business were presented by the MAC-P Project, the Joint Implementation Unit of the IFAD and Livada Moldovei programs.On May 17, within the framework of the International Restaurant Business Forum, organized by the Club of Young Businessmen, top restaurateurs from Moldova and Ukraine shared their experiences and shared experiences on how to start a restaurant business from scratch.
Opinions of our exhibitors:
“The exhibition offered a very comfortable atmosphere. We are grateful for the good organization, including the flawless holding of the event with Alan Coxon. I think it worked very well to present our brand and our products.”

Eugen Sirbu, representative of La Nobilta del Gusto

"I can say that the exhibition has qualitatively evolved. I'd like to mention the excellent organization of events. It is beneficial for the participants to hold culinary events in the pavilion, which also attracts people to the stands of companies. It is nice that the products of our factory enjoyed the attention of local consumers.”

Svetlana, representative of the confectionery factory Vitba (Belarus)
“METRO already traditionally organizes, within the framework of FOOD & DRINKS, master classes of the best metropolitan chefs. For us, the event  means strengthening our image, as well as the possibility of spreading culture of consumption. In addition, the promotion of high-quality local products, which can be purchased through the METRO network, is important. In short, everyone had a great time. We are pleased with our partnership with Moldexpo. ”

Alexandru Trifan, METRO CASH & CARRY Moldova

“I have only positive impressions: excellent organization of the exhibition, we have a lot of visitors and even a small queue. But in general, it was very interesting and informative here - the chefs' show, colorful stands. In my opinion, everything worked out as well as possible."

Istanbul Bazaar

“We intend to open a store next month and the exhibition has become for us a good opportunity to present our products to as many customers as possible. People are definitely interested in our products, many visitors wanted to know where they could buy them, so we did some good advertising for the future store. A big plus of the exhibition are various shows and events, because the more potential customers, the better for us.”

KOODY
“The tusovka was great! Thanks to the organizers, thanks to Dumitru Boicu and Maria Siverskih, who prepared many tasty and healthy things. Even the rain did not prevent us from having a good time. And, of course, thanks to all those who came, saw, tasted the culinary creations of our chefs, and also tested the kitchen machine from Maximum.”

Alexandra, representative of Maximum

“Packaging.Depot was interesting. Our company takes part in  the exhibition in order to maintain our corporate image. We met with our partners, assessed what other profile companies offered at the exhibition. There were few visitors, but this is just a plus for a specialized exhibition - nothing distracts from business communication.”

Alexander Turcan, representative of Propac SRL

“As usual, the organization of the exhibition was at the highest level -the stand, the location, the attitude of the staff. Yes, this year there were few visitors, perhaps it is worth returning to the paid entrance to the exhibition, especially since this event is for professionals. In addition, in this industry, everyone knows everyone, and there is nothing special to surprise with. This year there were a lot of Romanian companies, we talked with some. It is very good for the market to have many foreign participants.”

Petruzalek
“For us, participation in a specialized exhibition is a matter of prestige. There are no complaints about the organization of the exhibition, and if it weren’t for the bad weather, there would be  more visitors by an order of magnitude. Our company has been participating in the exhibition for many years and always with good results.”

Firstline

“The exhibition is organized at a good level, many participants from other countries, especially from Romania. Yes, there were few professional visitors, but this is normal, given the small size of the local market. Exhibiting is part of our marketing strategy. I think that the exhibition gives a correct idea of the Moldovan packaging market, its capabilities, trends, and especially of competing companies.”

Dmitry, Aventin (Ukraine)

“We took part in the exhibition to find business partners in your country. There were contacts, we had very useful meetings at the stand. In general, the exhibition has become much better - more representative, the period has been successfully chosen. I want to mention the excellent organization, it is especially important for a specialized event. We do not need the influx of visitors, it is clear that the market of Moldova is small, so we need quality. And we got it here.”

Anna Breshkevich, Marketing Manager, GEA Ukraine (Ukraine)

“Our company specializes in refrigeration equipment. Despite the fact that the Moldovan market is quite saturated in this sense, participation in the exhibition was very useful for us. This is a study of equipment provided by other companies. This is an analysis of how interesting our models are for local specialists: for example, our compressor interested several corporate visitors. I believe that the Moldovan market is promising for foreign companies.”

Juka Invest (Ukraine)

“MGM is constantly involved in FOOD TECHNOLOGY. First of all, participation in the exhibition for us is a question of image. Of course, everyone knows us and knows that we are a regular participant of the exhibition, that there are convenient conditions here for getting better acquainted with our equipment. Our master classes are permanently attracting people.  By the way, thanks to Yuri Medvedev and Andrei Ogurtsov for the delicious pizza and ravioli. In general, we always support the MGM brand as a supplier of the best equipment.”

MGM
Opinions of our visitors:

“I know that usually there are good discounts at the exhibition, and I’ve got two bags of different goodies. I found a lot of new things - hummus, for example, and also eco-products. And in general, it's fun at the exhibition."

Zinaida Russu, housewife

“I had planned beforehand to attend chef master classes. Today is the third day I'm attending. I'm really impressed, I learned a lot of interesting and new things. Also, they cook delicious fish in the street-food area - I highly recommend.”

Raisa, assistant cook

“I came to FOOD TECHNOLOGY to see what's new in bar technologies: I was interested in mixers and coffee machines. There are very good models, though the prices are high. I think that for large businesses there is a lot of interesting things. I liked the attitude of the companies' employees - they are very polite and ready to answer every question.”

Irina, cafe administrator
“In general, I am familiar with the equipment presented here. From the point of view of a professional, there is a great choice. Yes, it is not cheap, but such an equipment , like these ovens, simplifies the work at a great scale. Therefore, it is worth investing once in high-quality equipment and work comfortably.”

Pavel, confectioner

“The exhibitions are very representative. My interest was aroused by the proposals of the Romanian company (craft packaging) and the Turkish company (glass containers). It is good that there are foreign companies bringing variety to the market. By the way, in my opinion, the exhibitions have grown qualitatively, especially against the background of culinary events that attract a lot of people. The colorful stands are also a plus.”

Galina, representative of the beverage manufacturing company (Tiraspol)
